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ClayGround Owners Make Significant Contribution to Help Fund 
Landmark Anniversary for the Town They Call Home.  
EC250, Inc. Receives $100,000 From Howard County 
Government for Ellicott City’s 250th Commemoration.  
$25,000 Title Sponsor to Contribute to Effort. 
 
ELLICOTT CITY, MD - EC250, Inc. has received significant funding support for their 
volunteer effort to present a special 250th commemoration year for historic Ellicott City, 
Maryland. Howard County Executive Dr. Calvin Ball presented members of the 
organization with a $100,000 check at the historic Thomas Isaac Log Cabin to fund 
various activities that will be held in conjunction with the town’s 2022 sestercentennial 
celebration.  
 
In a special announcement during the presentation, Ellen, Michael and Matt Koplow, 
owners of the ClayGround Studio and Gallery in Ellicottt City, stepped forward with an 
additional $25,000 title sponsorship contribution toward the commemoration effort.  In 
making the announcement the Koplows noted, “The ClayGround is excited to be part of 
the 250th Anniversary Celebration as we believe it represents the resiliency, commercial 
growth, and strong sense of community that makes both the ClayGround and Ellicott 
City such a special place.” 
 
EC250 also received notice last week of the approval a $40,000 matching grant award 
from the Maryland Heritage Area Authority for their effort. The grant request, which 
was made via Patapsco Heritage Greenway, Inc., leverages funds received from Howard 
County Government and in-kind volunteer hours to meet the match. Previous 
fundraising efforts and a significant $25,000 anonymous donation now bring the 
organization within reach of its original goal. In the coming months they hope to reach 
their funding goal via private sponsorships of celebratory banners displayed throughout 
the town, and individual donations. 
 
Funds raised by the organization will be used to promote and present a variety of 
entertaining activities and educational learning experiences designed to both raise the 
visibility of the town’s historic value and draw new and returning visitors to discover its 
many attractions. 
 
 
(MORE… )  
  



 

(…continued) 
 
Highlights planned for 2022 include: 
 

• Opening of a new interpretive garden at the Patapsco Female Institute Historical 
Park 

• Opening of the new Ellicott Family Legacy exhibit at the Museum of Howard 
County History 

• Grand Opening of the new Ellicott’s Quaker School Children’s Museum 
• EC History Comes Alive presentations in town featuring historic interpreters, re-

enactors, and visiting museums 
• Special commemorative products from local businesses 
• A series of On National Road musical vignettes featuring original songs about 

historic milestones in Howard County history. 
• A visit from descendants of the indigenous Miami Nation to discusses their 

tribe’s connection to Ellicott City and local Quaker groups 
• For the Record photo digitalization days and oral history documentation 
• Fells Lane community reunion 
• ART-i-facts Gallery Exhibition 
• Local artist Wiley Purkey’s EC Road Show exhibit 
• Placement of a commemorative EC250 time capsule. 
• AND MUCH MORE! 

 
 

EC250 Inc. is a non-profit 501(c) (3) organization of volunteers formed solely to raise 
monies to fund a commemorative celebration of the 250th anniversary of the founding 
of historic Ellicott City, Maryland. Their mission is to provide the overarching leadership, 
coordination and support to bring together local stakeholders to plan and 
collaboratively create an educational and celebratory year. Participating community 
organizations include: 
 

• Benjamin Banneker Historical Park and Museum 
• Columbia Art Center 
• Ellicott City Partnership 
• Historic Ellicott City, Inc. 
• Howard County Center for the Arts,  
• Howard County Historical Society 
• Howard County Library System 
• Howard County Public School System 
• Howard County Recreation & Parks 
• Maryland Center for History & Culture 
• Patapsco Heritage Greenway, Inc. 
• The Business Monthly 
• Visit Howard County 

 
      
 

### 


